2 February 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR:
Record

FROM:


Hassan Ouaidrari

SUBJECT:


Minutes of VIIRS L1 Telecon, February 2, 2004

1- List of Participants: Robert Barnes, Arlin Bartels, Wayne Esaias, Robert Evans, Bruce Guenther, Joseph Lyu, Meister Gerhard, Paul Menzel, Peter Minnett, Christopher Moeller, Hassan Ouaidrari, Thomas Pagano, Eric Vermote, and Robert Wolfe.
2- Status of Action Items:

AI-03.1: The L1 science team needs to have access to all VIIRS relevant documents, starting with those listed in slide 8 of VIIRS status presentation. Kealy/Hassan. Open.

AI-03.2: The L1 science team needs access to eRoom to download relevant VIIRS documents (Reference documents, test plans, test procedures, etc.). Hassan. Open.
AI-04.12: Mapping of the VIIRS issues list in the VIIRS cal/val plan. Get a current status of the adequacy of the sensor testing to resolve these issues. Come up with a L1 test plan recommendations when needed. All. Open.
AI-04.13: Tom Pagano to distribute a white paper to Tanya Scalione (IPO VIIRS Instrument Manager) describing the impact on the VIIRS emissive bands performance. Pagano. Pending.
New Action Items:

AI-04-14: Need to have a detailed description of the RSR and out-of-band issue from Ocean group. Bruce will distribute to NGST. Open. Gerhard.

AI-04-15: Need to have a detailed description of the sensor calibration changes after the sensor is turned off then on. Bruce will distribute to NGST. Open. Wayne.

3- Meeting Summary:

AIs status was discussed, and we closed one AI. 4 AIs left open.

Participants noted that their applications for eRoom accounts are still pending. We just found out that the person who collected eRoom applications at the IPO didn’t pass them to NGST, and therefore no one was processing them. It seems like this mistake was identified and it is being processed now. NPPST think that this process is starting to take too long, and it is limiting our progress. Bruce noted that the release of VIIRS documents is still pending. 

Bruce said that FNMOC is interested in the water vapor band (not included in VIIRS FU1). Bruce asked Paul Menzel about the status of addition of the water vapor band in the future VIIRS FUs. Paul replied that the decision is being worked at the SUAG level. Options are open, and Tanya is leading the procurements of the lenses for this band. Paul will send a briefing to Bruce discussing this issue.

Bruce also discussed the issue of having our concerns and reviews communicated to the right NGST IPTs, mainly the System Test & Evaluation (ST&E) and Payload. Project Science Group (PSG) needs to pay close attention to this.

The VIIRS sub-groups, Emissive Bands (EB), Reflective Bands (RB) and Geolocation (G), had their first telecons on January 28th and 29th. 

The lead of each VIIRS sub-group was elected, Tom Pagano for EB and RB sub-groups, and Robert Wolfe for G sub-group. The sub-group leads did send their telecon minutes to all participants.

Tom Pagano raised many concerns, including the adequacy of the testing to show that the sensor will meet spec, impact of the polarization, and the HAM coating on the two mirror sides. Tom also asked about the noise data at the component level, and if we can access these data.  Tom also expressed concern with the pixel aggregation scheme.  He asked the question if there was any plan to characterize the noise vs scan as the aggregation scheme changes, and also the need for the impact of the aggregation on other tests (e.g. MTF, RSR).

Upon request from Tom Pagano, Hassan presented concerns from the reflective bands sub-group telecom. Concerns associated with the SD and SDSM characterization needs to be addressed. There is a need for a strategy to estimate any sensor changes during on-orbits operations (models or vicarious calibration). Concerns related to dual bands on-orbit calibration, RSR/out-of-band, and cross talk were discussed as well.  In addition, it was requested to have more detail on the issue associated with sensor electronic changes after the sensor was turned off then on. MODIS has seen this effect and we need to describe it in detail before we add it to our list.

The RSR testing and the out-of-band needs to be well characterized. This issue needs to be well described then distributed to NGST through Bruce (AI).

Chuck mentioned the effect of stray light, and if the sensor will meet the structured scene spec.

Robert Wolfe has a number of issues that he described in the Geolocation telecon minutes. These concerns need to be passed to NGST team. 
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Attachment 2: Agenda

1- Introduction

AIs, access to VIIRS documents status, eRoom system accounts, etc. 

2- VIIRS L1 Sub-Groups (EB, RB, G) Telecons Updates

Sub-group leads summary, and what topics need to be raised at the VOAT meeting on February 10th.
3- Other Issues:

Generate NASA NPP list of issues for VIIRS (from list of issues provided, and others from science team members. Strategy for issues resolution.

